Head injuries in children.
Even though head injury in children is a major health problem facing our nation today, major advances have occurred in our understanding of the epidemiology, pathophysiology, symptomatology, and outcome of these patients. Basic scientists have also contributed to this body of knowledge by demonstrating some unique characteristics of the immature CNS and how it responds to injury. Recent evidence shows that overall mortality and morbidity associated with head injury is declining. Because most pediatric head injuries are nonoperable, it is believed that aggressive medical management to control ICP and prevent secondary injury is responsible for improved outcome. Public education, coupled with legislative support, should prove to be of further benefit.